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ByL F. Palmer— n.
" America’s forgo tten astronaut

wackaa * o

The negative attitudcs many v SV A

A . careful . exwminatmn of

blacks have ahout America’s {iatcr reporls revcals nothing to . obscure

his role in the space‘

extingulsh the I!kmt‘.-rlcm'i~

. {H Lawrence.

dicate strong objections to this
countrys system of priorities.

3 But even more revchlmg is
- the depth of suspicion’ which
persists in seclors of the black"

the only black astronaut in a.
plane crash at Edwards Air
;Force Base in California inj*
iDecember, 1967. !

r This mistrust deepened in.
‘the minds of numerous blacks|
who have complained that
*most TV and press eulogies, to
fastronauts killed in the space
program omitted Ma] Robert
‘v
Many blacks believe with a|

i+

rence, a brilliant sclétitist’
who overcame his Chicago!
\ghetto  environment,
deliberately killed to keep a-
‘black man from achieving the: '
‘high honor of being one of the1

‘natxon s first spacemen,’

There are those who are con- |
vm( ed that the _Cent In<}
tell;ﬁgen»ug dgency
*YéSponsible  for . Lawrence’ s
‘death. Others insist thau
“they” did it, without ex+
vplaining or really knowing who !

"they" are. ’

THESE BELIEFS spea
- worlds about the distrust many :

\pasqlon that astronaut Law-

“ment, On the face, they seem
: preposterous. ol

Yet, doors have betn lert
open for the kind of mistrusf
gxpressed by one black man*
‘who, on hearing of Lawrence’s N

e T e T RO
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was*

' blacks have of our gover ;

successful moon landing in- | snlter this version, ‘The other program? Black boys and girls.i. d

pilot, Maj. Harvey J. Royer,
was injured.

An Air Force .,pokcsman
however, told this writer that -
ithe official Air Force probe

jcommunity about the death of ‘nshows that both pilots ejected ,much more
"before the crash and that Law- ...

rence s parachute “did not open
T sufficiently.” "

;‘ The report blames Law- |
‘rence’s death on “low ejec-
tion.”” The spokesman could
find no information on the
-altitude at which. the pilots .
ejected despite the fact that,
fone survived to tell what hap-!
pened. S : AT

. -d. " ‘.
| S “THIS IS ‘what makhd me -

“wonder ... . the fact that his.
'parachuta didn’t open,” - Mrs.
Ida Cress, the dead astronatt's
mother-in-law, told me. . Her
daughter -~ Maj. Lawrence’s "
iwidow Barbara — refuses to

| | talk to newsmen. .

bmation of bitterness and the:
emotional stress -of publicly

band 5 death," Mrs.
plalned S

The astronaut’s mot he r,
Mrs. Gwendolyn Duncan, also

k ‘declines to discuss’ the matter { thoughl'*- R {

: with reportefs. -

It is known, however. that t
{Maj, Lawrence's family has

. ;‘heen ewomay uﬁhappy -d)nut}

imbny facets ol his death

Yincluding: m'e*. xepnm mvllcat-
‘ing he was the pilot- of the |
‘plane which crashed. He was{
‘not at the controls.

1y
?\' «“This is because of & com- - T IS’

Cress ex-‘.. ' significant {s that there - arej*
‘ : .black Americans’ so alienated]

need the kind of image that“‘*»regw“ BTN
Bob represented.” . . ‘g

Ishmael Flory, director ofj
.orpanization for the tAfrican-:
American Heritage Assn,, is\, -
blunt: A '

“Certainly’ there is,\ in theg
' Afro-American cpmmunlty a.
.suspicion that Maj, Lawrence“!
might have .died from foutt -
play. And as long ag the nation}
-can- talk about the space pro-lz
gram and ‘those who died for

it, and'ignore a black United* a0 cu st
States citizen like Lawrence,] ya] ‘Robert H. Lﬂwrenu'
there wlll be- further susu B O
.plmon g
Flory says this overslghl is
“another example of “racist
: slckness, though it may not bel
‘intentional,” He demanded full’
disclosure .of "thé  cir-!
cumstances behind the. crash,
'which killed the black as-
tronaut 7 ,
OF course, most
anlikely that foul play will ever{.
4 be admitted: in the death ofq' ;
{'Maj. Lawrence, even if it were! '
| present. What is enormously’

}from their ' government that
they can harbor such ghastly,‘

To blacks, it is ur;vont that
,the contributions of men llkez
Lawrence be ' glven pmper}
fcredlt in the: building of this,
tcountry. It~ is  upon- suchl}
inspiratlon, that black boys and
‘girls can. cllmb to . thelr. own
potential." + . A oot 1
i\ In a eulogy to Maj Law-{

._plane with the two pilots; rcress a Chicago Board of |!pmen can ’l’lhﬂ it th

rdemh exclaimed: “They killed | rence at his funeral, the Rev
hat Negro.” z I .
Prcssgreports on the cras'h 2 “THERE scemed to he an i Ben Richardson sald: ' M LS

o 1 ‘effort to make it appear that I “He left us hope, .’ caUSe f "
read: The Air Force sald the ; ) {Bob was'to blame,”. sald Mrs. ! optimlsr, " mé)a I;S by whigh ‘

arth

icrashed on the runway during p~ s
n - proﬂclency training filght," ‘} ,.Educat.lpn Jparent, mmmw’h “oyously ',QMM;'M- i
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